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Hicks Genealogy

THE DAVIS SCHOOL and THE ALLEN FARM
By: Bill Hicks

So long as men can breathe or eyes can see,
So long lives this, and this gives life to thee.
William Shakespeare

Some of the fondest memories of my childhood are of hiking and hunting with my father, William Jacob
"June" Hicks. We frequently visited the Ben Allen Farm, located in the Hunter Community of Carter County. It is
on this farm that I remember shooting my very first squirrel out of a beech tree, still standing today, but much larger
now. Daddy was by my side on that fall moming when 1 learned that my .22 rifle could serve its purpose. Since that
moming, T have annually hunted this specious farm, harvesting squirrels, groundhogs, and deer. Istill get
overwhelmed with nostalgia, no matter how many times I revisit these woods. The farm extends from Elizabethton
Airport on the south, then north approximately one and one-halfto two miles up Holston Mountain.

For it was near the landmark beech tree that Daddy told me about an old school house which once stood
about twenty-five yards away from where we were standing. He told me he attended this school, calling it the Davis
School, attending through the third grade. He told me the school was named for the Davis family, who lived nearby,
our paternal relatives. Behind the school site runs Davis Branch, coursing from its head atop Holston Mountain
and ending its journey at what is now a man-made pond on the Great Lakes property. Originally, the branch
emptied into Watauga River. The branch traverses deep gorges on its descent to the Allen Farm. As it nears the
Split-Rocks and Sliding Rock areas of the farm, pools of shoulder deep water are interspersed, some hidden by
dense tangles of mountain laurel. Ican imagine that cabins once stood near these pools, being convenient sources
of water for pioneer families.

T'have spent the last several years gathering information about this particular area. The late Frank Merritt,
in his book, Early History of Carter County 1760-1861, mentions the location ofthe "Nave School", later called
"Davis School", (near where Judge Ben Allen now lives). Families whose children probably attended, according to
Mr. Merritt, were Henry C. Nave*, Robert C. Crow (my maternal great-great-great-grandfather), David S, Bowers, and
L. H. Brown (grandfather of Corinne Crawford Renfro, wife of William Benjamin "Ben" Allen).

In the fall 0f 1993, Corinne Allen passed away, being 100 years old. I visited the Allen farmhouse to pay
my respects and extend my condolences to her daughter, Dr. Betty Allen. When leaving the historic home, I
noticed a picture of a log house, which was sitting over a mantle. Inquiring about it, Betty informed me that the
picture was of the "Davis School". Previously, "mental pictures" were all I possessed of it, due to the time frame of
its existence, never believing a picture of it was still around. Betty stated that she believes Martha Davis, a sister of
my great-grandmother, Mary Jane Davis Hicks, taught at the school. Mary Jane lived in a house just west of Renfro
Cave Hill, about one hundred yards from the school, which would have been a short walk to the school. Harold
Dean Hicks agrees with this.

In the summer 02003, I decided to make further studies into the school's history. Icalled Betty, who
granted me permission to use her picture to make copies. I have also consulted historian, Robert T. Nave. He says
the school was originally a house built by Henry C. Nave. He does not know how the house eventually came to be
called Davis School, since it was originally called Nave School. So much information has been lost, but there are
some living who remember the school, although memories are fading fast. Bill Williams, husband of the late Mattie
Hicks Williams, says the house was built in 1836. (See the section on Civil Documents, re: Transcription
Agreement between Godfrey Nave, Henry C. Nave, and Philip Davis.) He stated his Grandma Glover, who married a
Fulkerson, attended the school. His Grandfather Williams attended the school and also taught there.. Bill said the
school often dismissed early so the boys could go squirrel hunting. Iimagine that in those days, the boys simply
propped their unloaded guns safely into a comer and couldn't wait for classes to end! My, how times have changed!

Cousin Wayne Hicks says that after the house ceased being used as a school, a Charley Richardson rented
it from the Allen family. It burned on a Sunday moming in the early 1940s according to Wayne. He saw the smoke
from the fire while standing on the front porch ofthe Uncle Isaac Brown Hicks home place. Another house was
built, Wayne says, which was a two-room house. It also burned a short time later; Charley Richardson also
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occupying it. In my earlier talk with Bill Williams, his recollection was that the house burned while a Mike

Cul bert and his sons were |living there. Wayne al so sa:
the school . 0 Cousi mndedghnha@ar selalr cleadu miHizakethtonl m of 19

Star newspaper and have found nothing so far. We will keep searching.
While searching for information to complete this story, | have come across so much information that |
thought would be lost with the passage of time. Information received verbally, printed, pictorial, as well as
civil documents accentuates a simpler time period in ol
the pioneer spirit Hidtoryeanbesk e@usiceas thedunedfomebutdhat only makes
finding it the more rewarding.

*NOTE ON Henry C. Nave:
Isaac Lincoln Nave married Martha A. Crowe (my Great great grand maternal aunt; child of Robert
Crow and Phoebe Williams). They married May 30, 1837 in Carter County, Tennessee. Martha was born
March 15, 1818 in Carter County and died May14, 1905 in Carter County. She is buried in Kitzmiller
Cemetery.
Isaac Lincoln Nave was a prosperous farmer and served in the Chere& War (removal). He joined the
Confederate Army as a private, Co. K 61 Mounted Tennessee Infantry. He later served the Home Guard as
a lieutenant in the Civil War and was mortally wounded in a shootout on Indian Creek with a detachment
from CaptainDan EIl | i sd Company. He is buried in the Crumley
Al so killed was his brother, |l saac Lincoln Nave. S o me
pled surrender, but were refused. They fought to the endAn inscription on his tombstone bears the
inscriptioncal Kiedl &dioyw Sol di ers. o
Henry C. Nave was the builder of the Nave house/school which later became the Davis School after its
acquisition by Philip Davis.

References: History of the 13" Regiment Tennessee Volunteer Cavalrgy Scott & Angel
Teter Nave, East Tennessee Pioneer; His Ancestors and Descenddyt®Robert T. Nave
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